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A Night in November 1989 - 30 YEARS SINCE THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL

Introduction

November 2019 marked the 30th anniver-
sary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall. On the
occasion of this historic event, St. Kilian’s
encouraged its students to engage with this
subject through various initiatives.

We ran a competition asking students to
conduct interviews with people who expe-
rienced life in East Germany or to engage
creatively with topics that surround the “Fall
of the Wall”.

We also organised a quiz relating to that
chapter of German history, based on iconic
photographs of that period. In addition, St.
Kilian’s hosted a travelling poster exhibition
- Totally East - which showed photographs
of life in East Germany.

Interestingly, the German Ambassador to
Ireland and | were born around the same
time and grew up in a then deeply-divid-
ed Germany - she in the GDR and | in
Baden-Wurttemberg, close to the French
border. Her frank portrayal of first

impressions of everyday aspects are

included in this pamphlet. Our Principal
lived and worked in Bavaria, Germany at the
time, and her recollections also form part of
this. All our contributors are linked to the St.
Kilian’s school community and | would like
to thank them for sharing their experiences.
Every generation witnesses historic events

which are of such magnitude that we as
individuals can recall the situation or place
we were in when we received the news. For
my father it was the end of World War II.
For me the one event of magnitude is the
Fall of the Berlin Wall. What will it be for our
children, for the pupils who are attending St.
Kilian’s now? Every contemporary event will
at some point in the future turn into
history. That is what makes history so rich
and bottomless. There is always more to
learn, discover and know.

The exciting aspect of this project is that 30
years is a short time and that we work from
living memory, from actual people
remembering their own, their family’s or
their friends’ stories.

In order to summarise and remember the
activities that took place at our school on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the
Fall of the Berlin Wall, we decided to publish
this booklet so that our pupils have a
memento of our school community,
recalling this political, social and emotional
event in German, European and World
history.

Dorothée Schmid

Chair of the Board of Management
of St. Kilian’s
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My first shopping trip after the fall of the Berlin Wall
took more than one and a half hours, and all | had in my
shopping trolley were milk, coffee, butter, flour, eggs and
a little yoghurt. | was simply overwhelmed by the variety
of choice. All those different types of butter and coffee,
never mind all the different variations of yoghurt! Who
would know their way around all that?

In East Germany, where | grew up, we always had enough
to eat and drink, but choice was quite limited. We had one
type of coffee and one type of butter. There was a limited
selection of seasonal fruit and vegetables — apples in au-
tumn, for example - but not strawberries all year round
like in the West. Exotic fruit like pineapple, nice oranges or
mango were never available. My mother saw her first kiwi
when she was 59 years old.
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In Berlin, where | lived, we still had a better
selection than the rest of the GDR. Berlin

was divided between West and East Berlin,
and here the socialist state wanted to show
that it could keep up with the West. That
was why you could occasionally buy bananas,
grapes or melons. People from other regions
of the GDR came to Berlin for shopping, for
sometimes you could even get ketchup and

yoghurt here.

The lucky ones had a small garden, like my
family. Our apple, pear, cherry and plum
trees and the beans, peas, lettuces and car-
rots we harvested ensured that we had a more
diverse supply than what was available in the
shops. We preserved fruit and vegetables for
the winter and made jam. How well | remem-
ber all the preserving jars with beans, pears
and cherries lined up in the cellar.

And when we had a glut of cherries and pears,
more than we ourselves and even our friends

could use, | was allowed to pick the rest of the
fruit and bring it to a collection point. There |
got a little money for our harvest that | could

keep for myself.

After the Wall fell, suddenly everything was

available everywhere and in abundance.

The fall of the Berlin Wall also got me my first
apartment. In East Germany you were real-
ly only allocated an apartment when you got
married and/or had children. After the fall of
the Wall this all changed, and in spring 1990,
| - a mere 21-year-old, a student, unmarried,
no children — was suddenly handed the key to
my own two-bedroom apartment, 70 square
metres, in a back courtyard in central Berlin.
That was really unbelievable!

Deike Potzel

German Ambassador




“l also have a very vivid memory
of the colourful graFﬁti on the
Wall and in particular one

reference to Finglas rules”
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Memories

As a secondary school pupil learning German, my first trip abroad was on a school tour to Berlin
in 1977. We travelled overland from Dublin to Berlin, through the then internal German border

crossing and through the GDR to West Berlin.

| remember our teacher pointing out the “In-
ter-Shops” en route where western quality
goods could be bought by well-connected East
Germans or those with western currency. As we
arrived in West Berlin the Wall was omnipresent.
You literally ran into it at some point everywhere
you went in the city. | see documentary films
now about the Wall and | remember standing
as a teenager on a viewing platform in the west
looking into the east at the strip of land called
Todesstreifen (death strip) and beyond it the
stretch of no-man’s-land on the Eastern side. |
also have a very vivid memory of the colourful
graffiti on the wall and in particular one refer-
ence to “Finglas rules” which caught the amused
attention of 30 convent school girls from Dub-
lin.

We crossed over to East Berlin for a day and |
remember changing 25 Westmark for 25 Ost-
mark. We were warned that we could not bring
any money back with us and that we either had
to spend all of the 25 Ostmark or hand over what
we had left as we crossed the FriedrichstralRe
checkpoint on the way back. As a currency it
was incredibly lightweight by comparison to the
old Irish coinage and the D-Mark. It was a chal-
lenge to spend but | do remember buying books:
Friedrich Schiller’s Wilhelm Tell and Heinrich
von Kleist’s Der Zerbrochene Krug as well as lots
of ice-cream. | also recall spending some time
sitting under what was an international clock at
Alexanderplatz (still there) in the shadow of the
gold-plated windows of the Palast Hotel.

Many years later | would return to a free and
open Berlin, to that spot on Alexanderplatz and
with the benefit of modern technology | was able
to send a Whatsapp message to some of my old
school friends who had also been on that trip.

In 1989, | experienced the euphoria of the fall
of the Wall when on a career break in Munich |
watched events unfold on TV on the evening of
9th November. | was very privileged to be able to
witness this event with an elderly couple, Ernst
and Rosie Bauer, who had lived with the partition
of Germany and their family for over 40 years.
What followed was a wonderfully euphoric atmo-
sphere in Munich as many trainloads of Eastern-
ers travelled across what was once the border to
visit relatives in the West for the first time and to
collect their BegriiBungsgeld in the town hall at
Marienplatz.

A final memory of the time is the animated chat
on the first early morning train from Rosenheim
to Munich. | boarded that train in Grafing station
and expected the dull silence that was typical
of my early morning commute to Ostbahnhof
(Munich) but was greeted by the lively chatter of
the commuters and more than one bottle of beer
consumed as the events of the previous evening
were discussed from one end of the carriage to
the other.

Alice Lynch
Principal of St. Kilian’s
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“People drove in endless
rows of Trabis over the
bridge from Potsdam.”

On the 10th of November 1989 in Zehlendorf, Berlin, we sat, our two daughters, then aged 3 and
6, my husband and |, in our kitchen having breakfast, on a very normal weekday morning, or so
we thought.

We turned on the radio to listen as usual to the morning news. We heard that on the previous eve-
ning, the 9th of November 1989, the Berlin Wall had been opened and that people from East Berlin

were streaming through to West Berlin.

For a moment my husband and | just sat there staring at the radio, tears streaming. My daughter
asked why we were crying? We told her that they were tears of happiness. Doors were opening from
the other apartments: is this true? when? how? All the questions, disbelief, joy, excitement, hugging
of neighbours, some who would normally barely say “Guten Tag”.

My husband went to work on the bus. | brought my children to school and Kindergruppe and then
drove to Zehlendorf to buy a television. My husband phoned from work: people from East Berlin
were on the bus, it was amazing, no payment, they got on and off and everyone was chatting, laugh-
ing, hugging. We watched the events being reported on our new TV. My husband went into the city
to join in the festivities while | stayed home with the two girls as we felt it might be very crowded;
and it was - it was euphoric.
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In the following weeks the supermarkets near us ran out of toilet paper: | will
never forget that. We went with our daughters for a walk along the Wall and
bought a hammer and chisel from a fellow wall hacker. We hacked pieces of
colourful pieces off the Wall, not easy, and then sold the hammer and chisel
on to the next hacker. Border Guards from East Berlin were chatting and
giving away studs from their uniforms to the children.

A few weeks later we were at the opening of the Glienicker Bridge. The peo-
ple drove in endless rows of Trabis over the bridge from Potsdam to cheering
crowds waiting, lining the road for miles, with flowers, chocolates, gifts of

all kinds.

It was for a time a city of celebration. We had visitors from all over Germany
coming to witness this historic event for themselves. We crossed the border
one afternoon at one of the open borders very near to the west of Zehlen-
dorf, they were still checking passports and for the first time a border guard
on duty looked at me, smiled, looked at my passport and said “Ireland... |
think | might go there someday”.

Miriam O’Reilly-Lechleiter
Primary School German teacher
at St. Kilian’s since 1991
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Memories

In November 1989 | was already living in Ireland. When the events were reported in the news on
early morning radio, | was heavily pregnant and on my way to school, shortly before my maternity
leave began. Kim was born here in Ireland on the 11th of December, 1989.

| sat in my car at a traffic light in Ringsend. When | heard the news, | was so overcome with emotion
that my eyes welled up with sudden tears of joy. Beside me, on the other side of the street, was a taxi
driver. We happened to look at each other. He saw that | was crying and gestured to open my window.
“What’s wrong, love? Do you need help?”, he asked in a Dublin accent. “No, no, | am so happy, the
Wall is just after falling in Berlin”, | replied. “Jesus, whatever tickles your fancy,” he giggled. | drove
on to school. All colleagues, children and parents were elated. To witness such a historic moment was
really rather special.

Barbara Davitt-Lange
Primary School teacher at

St. Kilian’s from 1985 to 2019
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Night had fallen. We pastors in training sat in the television room of the preachers’ seminary of the
Lutheran Church in Friedberg, Hesse, and could hardly believe our eyes: the gates at the Berlin
Wall were open, people were climbing it and celebrating on top of the wall, this wall which until only
hours ago had been one of the world’s most strongly guarded borders! Only two days later, the first
Trabant with an East German number plate drove through Friedberg, and we saw that the television
pictures had been real.

In the following days, more and more people from the GDR came
to the West, and more Trabants and Wartburgs to Friedberg. Im-

mediately | got the idea in my head that | wanted to travel in the “We all
. . . . .. ea
opposite direction. | happened to read in a church music journal
that the GDR had church music camps as well. After a few phone agreed that
calls to the department of church music | found out that in Janu- we were now
ary 1990 there would be a singing week for young people in Gern- - | }
. . . SImP y
rode in the Harz Mountains. | simply wrote a letter and a few days -
Germans

later received a reply that | was welcome to join them.

It was an adventurous car journey, entering the GDR at an im-
provised border crossing. Music camp participants who had al-
ready arrived in Gernrode were surprised to see a West German
car - and clearly pleased to have a West German participant (only
the one, though). What followed were ten days with lots of music
and conversations. At that time, the GDR was still in existence.
There was a hint of coal smoke over Gernrode. The house had no
shower - something that | only found out the first morning when |
wandered about the house, towel in hand. Lunch was brought in a
shaky old truck from a large canteen kitchen. But it felt like spring:
joy and anticipation, and wondering how everything would
continue to develop. We all agreed that we were now simply
Germans.

One afternoon we climbed the Brocken, the highest mountain in the Harz. This was a very special
experience as it used to be a restricted zone, and the Russian military had lifted the restrictions only
a few days earlier. The barracks still contained objects that the military had left behind, a few soldiers
remained, and for hikers there was an improvised snack stand. We danced up there and celebrated our
new future together, and it was unbelievably beautiful.

Pastor Stephan Arras
The Lutheran Church in Ireland
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Student Projects

I Introduction

The fall of the Wall in 1989 was a turning point in German history and for
many Germans the start of a new life. To commemorate this important
event, St. Kilian’s started a number of projects for the 30-year anniversary.

Over the course of eight weeks, one or more photos were exhibited, covering the period from the
end of World War Il to the fall of the Berlin Wall, such as the iconic photograph of German soldier
Conrad Schumann jumping over the GDR border or the photograph of J.F. Kennedy, Willie Brandt
and Konrad Adenauer in motorcade near the Brandenburg Gate. These pictures were accompanied
by a number of questions and video links, which the students had to research in preparation for a quiz
in November. This was an easy way for the students to familiarise themselves with famous photos and
important events. The questions and links to the photographs are available on the St. Kilian’s website.

We also ran a competition: Students could either interview a contemporary witness or address the
themes of “Freedom” and the “Fall of the Berlin Wall” in creative ways.

We were very pleased with the students’ active and enthusiastic participation and impressed with the
quality and creativity of their contributions to the competition, the best of which are printed here.

Sarah Niederpriim,
Secondary School Teacher, ADLK (Initiator of student projects)
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Student Projects

I Competition Winners

Maria Carthy,
Class: 7th

Eva McCann,
Niamh Schidlack,

Class: 9th
Competition Entry:

Lucas Patrick Spicer,

Class: Transition Year

Competition Entry:
Poem: The Wall

Competition Entry:
Poem: Brick by Brick.

Podcast: Interviews

Tristan Loncle de Forville, with family relations

Sophie D’Arcy,

Tuna Yicel, Class: Transition Year
Michael Sodbaatar, -
Boyang Lu Theodor Arp, Competition Entry:
Harvey Quill, 6isin LKi':aI-(’ah"::ea |ntervifaw with eye
Harnett, eni Kerscher, ity
Mikhalis Barrett, Class: 9th
Class: 8th Competition Entry: Arianna Kealy,

Lucy Staunton,
Olwyn Quill,
Emily Moriarty,
Jane Mulvihill,
Katie McElwain,

Class: Transition Year

Podcast: Interviews with

Competition Entry:

Comic eye witnesses and

background information

on the fall of the Wall

Lea Wohlgemuth,
Class: 9th
Competition Entry:

Competition Entry:
T Mural in the St. Kilian’s
g German Department

e
Podcast: Interview hner
with her father :
Corridor




BRICK BY BRICK
by Lucas Patrick Spicer

It was following the war and Germany’s fall
That saw the establishment of that hated wall
A symbol of injustice, an ugly black

A separation of families, of friends, of love

A dividing line, of West and East

A scarred and pitiless and remorseless beast
And so it was when the wall began to crack
As people East and West did hack

Away the structures of Tyranny,

To unite their friends and families

Then on a special day in 89

The wall came down and liberty was won.

THE WALL
By Maria Carthy

Berlin is broken,

There is an ache in my heart
The wall has spoken,

East and West forever apart.

Down the wall comes,
This boundary ends!
Everybody runs

To reunite with friends.

Our city is one,

In the street, there are cheers.
Out comes the sun,

To banish Berlin’s tears.
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Student Projects

Comic by Tristan Loncle de Forville, Tuna Yiicel, Michael Sodbaatar, Boyang Lu,
Harvey Quill, Oisin Harnett, Mikhalis Barrett.

Von 1945 bis 1952 :

.
Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg haben sich Frankreich, England, die USA und
die Sowjetunion Deutschland geteilt. Frankreich, England und USA teilten
sich den Teil auf, der die Bundesrepublik Deutschland werden sollte. Die
Sowjetunion iibernahm die Deutsche Demokratische Republik .

BRD

Die BRD war viel reicher als die DDR.
Frankreich, England und die USA hatten
viel mehr Geld als die Sowjetunion. Sie
konnten die Stadt wieder aufbauen. Die
Menschen konnten Arbeit finden und sie
waren viel gliicklicher als in der DDR.

Die DDR war kommunistisch und sehr arm.
Gute Ernahrung war sehr begrenzt. Die
Stadt war nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg
zerstort und Menschen waren sehr hungrig
und arm. Sie wollten in die BRD fliichten,
weil es dort Arbeit gab und sie Geld
verdienen konnten.
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Der Reichstag ist das Regierungsgebaude. Die wichtigsten deutschen
Im Reichstag gab es ein wichtiges Treffen Politiker waren da.

W ir werden

eine Mauer
bauen!!

Sie diskutieren, wie man das Der Mann hat eine Idee Eine Entscheidung
Problem I6sen kann... und alle stimmen zu. wurde getroffen!

(1
In der Nacht vom Sieben Tage spater
13.08.1961 begann der schickte die USA 1.500

Bau der Mauer... Soldaten.
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Wie konnten die Menschen
aus der DDR fliehen ?

Man glaubt, dass von 1961 bis 1989 etwa 5000 Menschen aus der DDR gefliichtet sind. Ca.
600 wurden von Soldaten erschossen, 138 davon an der Berliner Mauer.
Diese Menschen hatten viele Techniken, um den Westen zu erreichen :

Diese Technik war die Beliebteste : Die Leute Einige Menschen haben einen HeiRluftballon
sprangen aus den Fenstern, sie krabbelten auf  benutzt. Eine von diesen Personen ist gestorben.
dem Boden und kletterten auf die Mauer.

Viele andere Techniken wurden genutzt:
-Eine Seilrutsche benutzen
-Auf einem Seil gehen

Die Tunneltechnik war sehr raffiniert, aber der -Einen Zug umlenken
deutsche Geheimdienst hat es sehr schnell -Eine sowjetische Uniform tragen
herausgefunden. -Falsche sowjetische Flugzeuge benutzen

-Einen Panzer stehlen

Der Fall der Berlinerj
Mauer :

In Jahr 1989 haben Menschen in Ost- und Westberlin
protestiert. Es hat auch Demonstrationen gegeben.
SchlieRlich, am 9.11.1989, verkiindete die
DDR-Regierung: “Ihr seid frei!l”.
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Die Geschichte von Viktor :

Die Omalebtin
Westberlin und

denk; an ihren Tnkﬁ‘

Viktor ist in
Ostberlin.

Viktor und Mo bauen einen Die beiden Jungen fliegen in der Nacht los.
HeiBluftballon...

Die Soldaten entdecken die Mo ist tot... Viktor weint.  Viktor sieht seine Oma
Jungen. Sie schieRen !! endlich wieder und

umarmt sie !!




Poster Exhibition

Totally East - Life in East Germany

lad

Helmut Sundermann (German & History, Secondary School), German Ambassador Deike Potzel,
Dorothee Schmid (Chair of the Board of Management)

In memory of the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, the German
Embassy presented this fantastic travelling exhibition to Ireland in 2019. The 21
panels were exhibited in St. Kilian’s for one week in October, first in the Lynn

Hall and later in the Assembly.

This poster exhibition consists of photos by Harald Hauswald and texts by Stefan Wolle and
“powerfully portrays everyday situations in the GDR”. The photographer is a founding member of
the renowned OSTKREUZ photography agency. The texts were written by the historian and author
Stefan Wolle, who, like the photographer, grew up in the GDR. The photos “tell tales of loneli-
ness, authority and rebellion along with moments of endearment and serenity” (German Embassy

Dublin).

A big thank you to the German Ambassador Mrs Deike Potzel, who visited our school on 17th
October 2019, officially opened the exhibition and took the time to speak to our students about her
life in East Germany.
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St. Kilian’s Deutsche Schule Dublin
Roebuck Road

Clonskeagh

Dublin D14 P7F2

Ireland

T +353(0)1288 3323
F +353 (0)1288 2138

www.kilians.com
E marketing@kilians.com

@ /StKiliansDeutscheSchule
O ©@stkiliansds

Compiled and edited by Tanja Girdham
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