
JUNIOR CYCLE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS



OVERVIEW

1. Structure of the Junior Cycle 

2. Assessment and Reporting

3. Junior Cycle Profile Of Achievement (JCPA)

4. Questions



STRUCTURE OF THE JUNIOR CYCLE

8 Principles 

24 Statements of Learning

Wellbeing

Assessment 
and 

Reporting

8 Key 
Skills

Other Areas 
of Learning



YOUR CHILD IN FIRST YEAR 

Sept 2016

English 

Science

Business 

Studies

Sept 2017

English

Science 

Business Studies

Irish 

Art, Craft & Design

Modern Languages

Wellbeing

English

Science 

Business Studies

Irish 

Art, Craft & Design

Modern Languages

Wellbeing

Maths

History 

Geography

Music

Home Economics

Sept 2018
Sept 2015

English



WELLBEING

• 300 & moving to 400 hours over 3 years

• Physical education

• Social, Personal and Health Education 

(including Relationship and Sexuality 

Education)

• Civic, Social and Political Education

• Guidance



FURTHERMORE:

• Other Areas of Learning will also be reported on 

• Schools can offer the Level 2 Learning Programme

• Schools can offer Short Courses



PHASING OF SUBJECTS FOR JCPA





Flexible Programme for student learning

Reporting a broader picture of learning

Balance between knowledge and skills

Dual approach to assessment

Supporting continuity and learning- building on 

primary school

Student wellbeing is central to the Framework

Key Messages of framework for Junior Cycle 2015



WHAT STAYS THE SAME?

• Students experience a broad and balanced curriculum

• Standards and expectations remain high

• Subjects continue to play an important role in the Junior Cycle

• The Department of Education and Skills will monitor quality across all schools

• The State Examinations Commission will continue to be involved in assessment for 

certification



A CHANGING CULTURE OF ASSESSMENT

• Assessment in support of learning

• Assessment focused on offering effective feedback

• Greater variety of assessment activity- “fit for purpose” and relevant to students

• Teachers talking to teachers about assessment

• Building capacity, knowledge and confidence in assessment, in schools



YOUR CHILD WILL BE INVOLVED IN

• Reviewing feedback and identifying what to do next

• Setting and achieving personal goals

• Redrafting and correcting their own work

• Giving feedback to others

• Considering examples of good work and identifying how they can improve on their own 

work









CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT

• Classroom-Based Assessments (CBA’s) students demonstrate understanding and skills.

• Facilitate developmental feedback

• Tasks include oral presentations, written work, practical activities, scientific experiments 

and projects, etc



CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT EXAMPLE: 
ENGLISH

• https://youtu.be/zCqE3gEVcIE

https://youtu.be/zCqE3gEVcIE


ASSESSMENT TASK

• Marked by the State Examinations Commission

• Completed in class under the supervision of the teacher and will be sent to the SEC for 

marking along with the script for that subject in the state-certified examination

• Worth 10% of overall final grade





ENSURING QUALITY

• Schools organise SLAR meetings (Subject Learning and Review meetings) 

• Common approach across the school

• CPD
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THANK YOU


